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I didn’t know that there is such high levels coal mining in Tuscaloosa. Coal mining has been the regions income earner for over 150years. Currently there is a very large coal mining operation in the state that employees thousands of people (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's, 2016). The use of coal as an energy source has been declining over the years. This is because coal is a very expensive energy source and is one of the biggest polluters when mined. Tuscaloosa is a city that has always pride itself in excellent environmental conditions. However, having large amounts of coal being mined in its environs is a very big threat to the health of its people. It also has a lot of negative effects on climate change when burnt. The coalmining operation possess a big threat to the city’s water supply as its main rivers are adjacent to the coal mines. There are also issues of regulation in terms of how far it can go and the long terms effects of the operation (Ruiz et al 2011).
As a community health nurse there are several ways that I can address this issue. First is through education. The people living in the area need to be educated on the risks that the mining operation has in terms of polluting the water supply. There is also a risk of the pollution sipping into the soil and ultimately to the food supply. Education will keep people informed on what chemicals to look out for and the effects that could already be visible. Sharing information can also be used as a tool to increase the regulations available that relate to the mining operation and the possible risks that it could be posing. As a community health nurse it is important to advocate for increased regulation in order to reduce the long term effects (Nies et al 2019).
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